
Teddies and Toys                Nursery Summer One              The Big Question: Who’s got a Teddy?  
 

Launch Assembly: WOW Day: Teddy Bear’s Picnic 

Everything starts with a read! 
 
 

 
 

Local – Family, relatives and nursery 
 

National 
 

International 
 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 

 Self-Regulation 
I am aware of my own 
feelings, and I know that 
some actions and words 
can hurt others’ 
feelings. 
 
I increasingly follow 
rules, understanding 
why they are important. 
 
I do not always need an 
adult to remind me of a 
rule. 
 
I am beginning to 
understand how others 
might be feeling. 
 
I am beginning to accept 
the needs of others and 
can take turns and share 
resources, sometimes 
with support from 
others. 
 
I can talk with others to 
solve conflicts. 
 
I am developing 
appropriate ways of 
being assertive. 
 

Communication and 
Language 

 Listening, Attention and 
Understanding 
I can listen to others one 
to one or in small groups. 
 
I enjoy listening to longer 
stories and can 
remember much of what 
happens. 
 
I can pay attention to 
more than one thing at a 
time. 
 
I can join in with 
repeated refrains and 
anticipates key events 
and phrases in rhymes 
and stories. 
 
I can focus my attention 
without adult support. 
 
I understand a question 
or instruction that has 
two parts. 
 
I understand ‘why’ and 
‘how’ questions. 
 
I can show my 
understanding of 
prepositions by carrying 
out an action or selecting 

Physical Development 

 Gross Motor Skills  
I can move freely and with pleasure 
and confidence in a range of ways, 
such as slithering, shuffling, rolling, 
crawling, walking, running, jumping, 
skipping, sliding and hopping. 
 
I can mount stairs, steps or climbing 
equipment using alternate feet. 
 
I can walk downstairs, two feet to 
each step while carrying a small 
object. 
 
I can skip, hop, stand on one leg and 
hold a pose. 
 
I can run skillfully and negotiates 
space successfully, adjusting speed or 
direction to avoid obstacles. 
 
I can throw and catch a large ball. 
 
I can kick a large ball towards a target. 
 
I can use large muscle movements to 
wave flags and streamers. 
 
I can use large muscle movement to 
draw/paint lines and circles. 
 
I can take part in group activities. 
 

Literacy 

 Comprehension 
I understand the use of 
objects eg. what do we 
use to cut things?. 
 
I can show my 
understanding of 
prepositions by carrying 
out and action or 
selecting the correct 
picture for under, on top, 
behind. 
 
I understand more 
complex sentences eg put 
your toys away and then 
we can read a book 
 
I am beginning to 
understand how and why 
questions. 
 
I can respond to a 
sentence containing three 
information carrying 
words eg give the red cup 
to the bear. 

 Word Reading  
I can say and perform 
action to a familiar 
nursery rhyme. 
 
I am beginning to 
recognise language 

Mathematics 

 Number 
I can use some number names and 
number language spontaneously. 
 
I can use some number names of 
personal significance 
 
I know that numbers identify how 
many objects are in a set. 
 
I can identify a number as a symbol. 
 
I am beginning to represent numbers 
using fingers, marks on paper or 
pictures. 
 
I can sort numbers from letters. 
 
I can sometimes match numeral and 
quantity correctly up to 5 
 
I show an interest in numerals in the 
environment. 

 

 Numerical Patterns 
I can recite numbers in order to 10. 
 
I can compare two groups of objects, 
saying when they have the same 
amount. 
 
I can separate a group of three or four 
objects in different ways, beginning to 

 Understanding the 
World 

 Past and Present  

I am beginning to 
understand my own life 
story and family’s 
history. 

I can remember and talk 
about significant events 
in my own experience. 

I can recognise and 
describe special times or 
events for family or 
friends. 

 People, Culture and 
Communities  

I can show an interest in 
the lives of people who 
are familiar to me. 

I can show an interest in 
different occupations 
and ways of life. 

I know some of the 
things that make me 
unique. 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 Creating with Materials 

  
I can create closed shapes with 
continuous lines and am beginning to 
use these shapes to represent objects. 
 
I can draw with increasing complexity 
and details (representing a face with a 
circle and including details etc) 
 
I can use drawing to represent ideas like 
movement or loud noises. 
 
I can show different emotions in my 
drawings and paintings (happiness, 
sadness, fear, anger etc) 
 
I can explore colour and how colours 
can be changed. 

 
I can explore different materials freely, 
in order to develop my ideas about how 
to use them and what to make. 
 
I can develop my own ideas and then 
decide which materials to use to 
express them. 
 
I can join construction pieces together 
to build and balance. 
 
I can join different materials and 
explore different textures. 
 



I can usually tolerate 
delay when my needs 
are not immediately 
met, and I 
understand that my 
wishes may not always 
be met. 
 
I can help to find 
solutions to conflicts 
and rivalries. 
 
I can usually adapt my 
behaviour to different 
events, social situations 
and 
changes in routine. 
 
I can talk about my 
feelings using words like 
‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or 
‘worried’. 
 

 Managing Self 

  
I am becoming more 
outgoing with unfamiliar 
people, in the safe 
context of my setting. 
 
I show more confidence 
in new social situations. 
 
I can select and use 
activities and resources 
with help when needed. 
 
I show confidence in 
asking adults for help. 
 
I welcome and value 
praise for what I have 
done. 
 
I enjoy responsibility of 
carrying out small tasks. 
 
I am more outgoing 
towards unfamiliar 
people and more 
confident in new 
social situations. 

the correct picture for 
‘under’, ‘on top’, 
‘behind’. 
 
I am able to express a 
point of view and debate 
when I disagree with an 
adult or a friend, using 
words as well as actions. 

 Speaking 
I am beginning to use 
more complex sentences 
to link my thoughts. 
 
I can retell a simple past 
event in correct order. 
 
I can talk to connect 
ideas, explain what is 
happening and anticipate 
what might happen next, 
recall and relive past 
experiences. 
 
I am beginning to ask 
questions about why 
things happen and I am 
beginning to give 
explanations. 
 
I can use a range of 
tenses (e.g. play, playing, 
will play, played). 
 
I can use intonation, 
rhythm and phrasing to 
make the meaning clear 
to others. 
 
I can use vocabulary 
focused on objects and 
people that are of 
particular importance to 
me. 
. 
I am using vocabulary 
that reflects the breadth 
of my experiences. 
 
I can use ‘pretend’ talk in 
my play (e.g. pretending 
that objects stand for 
something else). 

I am beginning to collaborate with 
others to manage and move large 
items. 
 
I am beginning to use and remember 
sequences and patterns of 
movements related to music and 
rhythm. 

  

  

 Fine Motor Skills 

 I can show a preference for a 
dominant hand. 
 
I can use one-handed tools and 
equipment, e.g. makes snips in paper 
with child scissors. 
 
I can hold a pencil between my thumb 
and two fingers, no longer using 
whole-hand grasp. 
 
I can hold a pencil near its point 
between my first two fingers and 
thumb and can use it with good 
control. 
 
I can trace a range of vertical, 
horizontal lines and shapes. 
 
I can trace some letters and numbers. 
 
I can copy some letters, e.g. letters 
from my name. 
 
I am beginning to eat independently 
using a knife and fork. 
 
I can independently put my coat on. 
 
I am beginning to zip up my coat. 
 
 
Learning Opportunities –  
 
Teddy Bear Teddy Bear – Action song 
to join in with. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76wc4xdgzGk 
 

 

patterns in stories, poems 
and other texts (repeated 
phrases, rhyme, 
alliteration) 
 
I can say the rhyming 
word at the end of a 
familiar rhyme. 
 
I can recognise rhythm in 
spoken words by clapping 
and tapping syllables in 
words. 
 
I can hear and sort objects 
by their initial sound. 
 
I can hear and sort objects 
by their end sounds. 
 
I can listen to stories with 
increasing attention and 
recall. 
 
I can join in with repeated 
refrains and anticipate 
key events and phrases in 
familiar rhymes and 
stories. 
 
I can describe the main 
setting and principal 
characters in a story. 
 
I can talk about 
illustrations and print in 
books. 
 
I can talk about print in 
the environment (own 
name, signs, logos) 
 
I can look at books 
independently. 
 
I can handle a book 
carefully. 
 
I can hold books the 
correct way up and turn 
the pages one at a time. 
 

recognise that the total is still the 
same. 
 
I understand that not only objects, but 
anything can be counted, including 
steps, claps or jumps. 
 
I can match quantities of the same 
amount. 
 
I can sort matching quantities of 
different arrangements up to 5 
 
I am beginning to subitise quantities 
up to 5. 
 
Shape, Space and Measures 
I can show awareness of similarities of 
shapes in the environment. 
 
I can sort 2D shapes 
 
I can sort objects by size (big/small) 
 
I can use positional language (in front 
of, behind) 
 
I show an interest in shape by 
sustained construction activity or by 
talking about shapes or arrangements. 
 
I can use shapes appropriately for 
tasks (ie flat surfaces for building, a 
triangular prism for a roof) 
 
I am beginning to talk about the 
shapes of everyday objects, e.g. 
‘round’ and ‘tall’. 
 
I can match shapes in pictures and 
patterns. 
 
I can use 2D shapes to create pictures 
and patterns 
 
I can name some 2D shapes (triangle, 
rectangle/oblong, circle, square) 
 
I can talk about some of the features 
of 2D shapes (sides, corners, flat, 
straight) and 3d shapes 
 

I can talk about some of 
the similarities and 
differences in relation to 
friends or family. 

I understand that there 
are different countries 
in the world. 

I can talk about the 
differences I have 
experienced or see in 
photographs. 

  

 The Natural World  
I can use all my senses in 
hands-on exploration of 
natural materials 
 
I can comment and ask 
questions, using wide 
vocabulary, about 
aspects of my familiar 
world such as the place 
where I live or the 
natural world. 
 
I can talk about some of 
the things I have 
observed such as plants, 
animals, natural and 
found objects. 
 
I can talk about the 
differences between 
materials and changes I 
observe. 
 
I can explore and talk 
about different forces I 
can feel. 
 
I can understand the key 
features of the life-cycle 
of a plant and an animal. 
 
I can show care and 
concern for living things 
and the environment 
(planting seeds and 
growing plants. 
 

I am beginning to be interested in and 
describe the texture of things. 
 
I can use a variety of construction 
materials. 
 
I am beginning to construct, stacking 
blocks vertically and horizontally, 
making enclosures and creating spaces. 

 Being Imaginative and Expressive 
 

I can engage in imaginative role-play 
based on my own first-hand 
experiences. 
 
I can play alongside other children who 
are engaged in the same theme. 
 
I can use available resources to create 
props to support my imaginative-play. 
 
I am beginning to develop complex 
stories using small world equipment. 
 
I can make imaginative and complex 
‘small worlds’ with block and 
construction resources. 
 
I can create simple representations of 
events, people and objects. 
 
I can listen with increased attention to 
sounds. 
 
I can create movement in response to 
music. 
 
I can respond to what I have heard, 
expressing my thoughts and feelings. 
 
I can remember and sing entire songs. 
 
I can sing the pitch of a tone sung by 
another person. 
 
I can sing the melodic shape of familiar 
songs. 
 
I can create my own songs or improvise 
a song around one I know. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76wc4xdgzGk


 
I can confidently to talk 
to other children when 
playing, and will talk 
freely 
about my own home 
and community. 

 Building Relationships 
I can play with one or 
more other children, 
extending and 
elaborating play ideas. 
 
I can keep my play going 
by responding to what 
others are saying or 
doing. 
 
I can demonstrate 
friendly behaviour, 
initiate conversations 
and form good 
relationships with peers 
and familiar adults. 
 
I have developed a 
sense of responsibility 
and membership of a 
community. 
 
Learning Opportunities 
–  
Book  - “Introducing 
Teddy – A story about 
being yourself.” 
Talk about being 
yourself. What makes 
you happy? Is there 
anything you are not so 
happy about? 
Do you ever feel 
worried, sad or angry 
and why? 
Talk about being friends 
with other people – 
what is really 
important? 
Does it matter about the 
clothes you like to 
wear? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Learning Opportunities 
Book  - “Introducing 
Teddy – A story about 
being yourself.” 
Talk about being 
yourself. What makes 
you happy? Is there 
anything you are not so 
happy about? 
Do you ever feel worried, 
sad or angry and why? 
Talk about being friends 
with other people – what 
is really important? 
Does it matter about the 
clothes you like to wear? 
 
 
Stimulus – Brown Paper 
Teddy Bear 
 
Old toys wrapped in 
brown paper – can you 
guess what it might be? 
Use language skills to 
describe the shape and 
offer ideas linked to the 
idea it is a toy. 
 
Prepositions 
Hide the Teddy Game 
Where’s teddy? 
Describe his position e.g. 
behind the coat, on top 
of the cupboard. 
 

 
Funky fingers -  
Can you dress teddy? 
 

 
Jelly teddy sweets – Tweezers to sort 
into colours 

 
 
Compare bear sorting 

 
 
Count out the buttons to put on the 
bear using tweezers 
 
Teddy Bear shapes – thread laces 
through holes 

I can pretend to read 
familiar books, drawing 
on my memory, language 
patterns and illustrations 
as prompts. 
 
I know that when I read I 
start at the top and go 
from left to right. 
 
I can read my name. 

 Writing 
 

I can talk about the marks 
I have made when 
drawing, writing and 
painting. 
 
I can break the flow of 
speech into words. 
 
I can groups my symbols 
and letters so they look 
like words. 
 
I can label an 
object/picture by writing 
the initial sound. 
 
I can label an 
object/picture by writing 
the end sound. 
 
I can copy my first name. 
 
I can copy both my 
names. 
 
I can write my first name 
from memory. 
 
I can write some of the 26 
graphemes in the 
alphabet accurately. 

 
 

Learning Opportunities -  
 
The Everywhere Bear by 
Julia Donaldson 
 
Why is the Bear called the 
Everywhere Bear? 

I can understand position through 
words alone 
 
I can make comparisons between 
objects relating to size, length, weight 
and capacity 
 
Learning Opportunities – 
 
My Teddy Bear song – count his 
features  
 
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=666UZRBO5q8 
 

 
Count the teddies hiding in the 
outdoor area trees 
 
Size – talk about the size of the 
teddies, put them in order. 
 
Weighing scales – compare the weight 
of teddies. 
 
Compare Bears – counting, ordering 
sorting, more/fewer sets/same, 
subitise 

  
Repeating patterns 

 
 
Size – Baboushka dolls 
 
Teddy Bear Programme – e.g. give 
teddy three cakes 
 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-
to-count/teddy-numbers 
 
Where’s my Teddy? By Jez Aldborough 
Size – size words, order bears 
 
Jack in the box action song – 1,2,3 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bYH0w3OiBk 

Learning Opportunities -  
 
Investigate the old 
toys/new toys in the Toy 
Museum. 
 
 
Compare our bears – 
what similarities and 
differences are there? 
 
Bears from long ago. 
Famous Bears – Winnie 
the Pooh, Paddington, 
Rupert the Bear 
 
Create Teddy ice ‘cubes’ 
– use them with pipettes 
to colour them with 
food colouring, talk 
about the changes to 
the ice over time. Can 
we make more ice 
teddies? How? 
 
Forces - Blow toys boats 
along the pool 
 
Pin Wheels 
 
Peace at Last by Jill 
Murphy 
Talk about animals that 
come out at night.  
Who else might be 
awake at night (nurses, 
ambulance staff, mums 
and dads with babies) 
 
Why do we need to 
sleep – talk about 
health. 
 
 
Threadbear 
Washing items and 
hanging them to dry – 
observe changes 

I can play instruments with increasing 
control to express my feelings and 
ideas. 
 
 
Learning Opportunities -  
 
Teddy Bear’s Picnic – make teddy bear 
honey sandwiches and bring own 
teddies to go on picnic.  
 
Investigation area – Old Toys 
 
Role play area – If you go down in the 
woods today 
 

 
 
Song – Teddy Bear’s Picnic – move and 
dance 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxFIGWm9M6w 
 

Song - Me and my teddy Bear 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wc1CGsAjbzI 
 
 
Compare bear small world 
 

 

 
 
 
Creative- Fork printed Teddy 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=666UZRBO5q8
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/teddy-numbers
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/teddy-numbers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3bYH0w3OiBk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxFIGWm9M6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wc1CGsAjbzI


  
Join in and identify 
rhyming words.  
  
What happened to the 
bear? 
 
Use the illustrations to 
talk about settings and 
where the bear has 
travelled – drain, boat, 
crane, shop, skip, lorry, 
tip, air, docks. 
 
Draw/write about where 
the Everywhere Bear has 
been. 
 
 
Make links to our own 
class bear who goes home 
with someone at 
weekends. Read our own 
diary.  
Can the children who 
have contributed 
remember the adventures 
Bear has been on?  
 
Where’s my Teddy? By Jez 
Aldborough 
Identify and join in with 
rhyme. 
 
Peace at Last by Jill 
Murphy 
When is the story set? 
How do you know? 
Talk about 
words/illustrations 
Why were the bears 
tired? 
 
Join in with the noises in 
the story. 
How do you think Mr Bear 
feels at the end of the 
story?  
What do you think he will 
do next? 
Story Bag 
 

 

Book  - “Introducing Teddy – A story 
about being yourself.” 
Teddy outlines and range of pre-cut 
clothes e.g. bows for bow ties/hair, 
dresses, shorts. What would you like 
you bear to wear and why? Can the 
‘boy’ bear wear the hair bow – of 
course! 
 
Found materials – make your own robot 
like the one Ava made in the story. 
 
Stimulus – Brown Paper Teddy Bear 
 
Old toys and New Toys – create some of 
your own –  
Spinning top 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Toy binoculars 
 
Sponge Boats 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Toy Aeroplanes 
 

 
 


